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       26 Water Quality

Loading Tables

When detailed information is not available or time and resources are not adequate to 

do modeling, proper use of loading tables allows quick estimations of pollutants from a 

particular source or land use.  Loading tables give unit pollutant loading rates.  Examples 

include soil erosion per acre of land, atmospheric deposition per square foot of surface 

area, and solids product rate per foot of curb length in cities. Table 9 illustrates some 

approximate loading rates for different land uses in Washington State.  Other sources 

for unit loading values include McElroy et al. (1976), Thomann and Mueller (1987), 

and Chandler (1993).  Novotny and Chesters (1981) include approximations for nutrient 

export based on geographic regions of the United States and land use.  The values 

are given in terms of concentration, so approximations for runoff must also be made 

independently.
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Table 9. Unit loads of pollutants (kg/ha/yr) from different land uses* 

Adapted from Horner et al. (1986)

* Exact values are given where available; otherwise ranges are reported. 
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